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Welcome to our C182 Newsletter.
Presently we are in the grip of a 
cold, wet spell and our unseasonal 
winter rainfall has left many of us 
with Cessnas “on the ground”. Even 
our committee meeting at Tamworth 
took place in such wild weather that 
only TSS (my plane) could fly and all 
other committee members attending 
undertook long road trips to get there. 
Although I live in sunny Queensland I 
could not take off until mid-morning 
when my airstrip had dried out from 
overnight rain. I had thought our 
Cessna 182 Association was a flying 
club – not a motoring club!

To new members and our fly – 
in first timers, a warm welcome. It 
is great to have you join our group.

What a wonderful autumn fly – in we 
attended in March organised magnificently 
by Barry Brandsen and his partner, 
Sharen. Over 71 members registered 
for the event. Some members opted to 
fly commercially because of weather 
conditions over Bass Strait. Accommodation 
was at the Old Wool Store which was 
conveniently situated near the harbour 
within walking distance of most activities.

The day trip to Bruny Island in a fast 
open boat was a great experience and the 

leisurely sail on the harbour aboard the 
square-rigger, “Lady Nelson” was most 
enjoyable; the day was walm and balmy 
with a light breeze; just a perfect afternoon!

The visit to Salamanca Markets was 
also a must for most of the ladies (and 
a few men) and naturally, since we 
were in Hobart, we enjoyed some fine 
seafood and dinners at great venues.

As you would expect that word “Covid” 
reared its head in Hobart, giving Barry a few 
logistical situations to deal with. However, as 
the saying goes, “All’s well that ends well,” 
even though some of us landed home again 
to test positive. Much better to isolate at 
home than at the Old Wool Store in Hobart.

I have to report the very sad news of the 
passing of Roger Toole. Roger has been a 
stalwart of our association over the years. 
His membership number was 160 and he 
served on the committee for several years. 
Friends and members will remember Roger 
as a good friend and fiercely loyal member 
of our Cessna family. Our sympathies to 
Suzie and family. Five Cessna 182 families 
attended the service for Roger at Yeppoon. 
His call sign was DGC and Suzie always 
said, “Damn Good Cessna”. I think it should 
have been, “DGB. “Damn Good Bloke”.

All the plans are underway for our fly – 
in to Albany, WA, in early October. Frank 
and Lesley Lewis are organising a great 
program of activities. With the distance 

being great, some members are planning 
to visit the Maralinga Atomic site en 
route. Registration forms will be out soon.

Our autumn Fly-In in Bundaberg, 
March 2023 will be at Bundaberg and I 
am looking into accommodation at present.

It was also discussed at our committee 
meeting that we will investigate again 
the possibility of a Darwin destination.

With the price of aircraft escalating, it 
might be a good time for members to check 
their plane insurance policies to ensure they 
are fully covered and not under – insured.

I look forward to catching up at 
the Albany fly – in..

In the meantime, “Blue Skies 
and Tail Winds”

Ross

THE PRESIDENT’S CORNER

Constitution Dock, Hobart

Ross Bate



Thursday:
When we arrived at the Old Woolstore, the usual 
organised set up greeted us.

A truckie with Covid got Maralinga closed and locked up Name tags , 
cute little eskies filled with goodies and info and Lesley and Frank , Ross 
and Jenny on hand as always with smiles and welcomes.   

There were stories on flights and how everyone had made their way to 
beautiful Hobart.

We all made the walk to the Asian Gourmet on the pier for the evening 
meal; the view of water, boats and harbour all refreshing for those of us 
from inland.  As always there were a few strays that had to be chased out 
at the end of the meal.)

Friday.
Pennicott Boat trip to Bruny Island

This turned out to be a lesson for all of us to ‘ research and be prepared’. 
While the crew fitted everyone out with red jackets before heading off, 
no one realised just how cold it would be or how rough.  Some of those 
jackets turned out to be youth sizes. So smile for the day was Jenny and 
Ross trying to get out of their too small jackets in a rocking boat; of course 
they were offered lots of assistance.     The rock formations and the caves 
along the coast were fascinating but the cold probably was the thing most 
people will remember. 

The whiskey and the showers on returning were appreciated.

Another evening walk along the docks to the dinner at Muirs Restaurant, 
where the meal was superb, staff exceptional and atmosphere lovely. 

Saturday:
Sadly at breakfast Barry received the news that one of the 
sailing vessels we were to be on for the cruise was out due 
to covid.

He had a lot of negotiating and changes and the day was adjusted to fit 
both groups for a short sail on the Lady Nelson.   

The people who had walked to the markets and enjoyed the atmosphere 
were met with the news on their return.    The sail around the harbour in 
the Lady Nelson was a great way to appreciate just how daunting it must 
have been for the early sailors.  We have no idea…

On our return to the Hotel it was discovered we had members who had 
tested positive to covid, so sadly that meant the gala dinner was cancelled.  
Some members went out on the town, others had their dinner in their 
rooms dressed in their finery.  All had to do covid tests.

Sunday:
Those with negative tests got to board the Red Bus after 
the AGM.

Another piece of history is the Bus itself and then the drive around 
Hobart with an entertaining driver who had the gift of the gab was a 
pleasant experience.   We then were taken to Richmond, a little village full 
of history, a fantastic Christmas shop and the oldest bridge in Australia. 
The bridge is as impressive as the photo in the Feb newsletter and makes 
one reflect on the skills of the early settlers.  

Sadly the fly- in dispersed without its usual impact on the community 
but we all appreciated the effort Barry and Sharen had put into the 
organisation of the weekend.

Hope everyone is now well and back to flying high.

Sue Thompson
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THE OLD HOBART TOWN FLY-IN  March 2022  by Sue Thompson

SOCIALISING IN HOBART
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THE OLD HOBART TOWN FLY-IN  March 2022  by Sue Thompson

Chris Hirst

Jenny and Fitzy

Gala Dinner

ADVENTURES AT SEA
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THE OLD HOBART TOWN FLY-IN  March 2022 by Sue Thompson  Continued...
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THE OLD HOBART TOWN FLY-IN  March 2022 by Sue Thompson  Continued...

TOURING
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COMING FLY-INS

Many members are already planning to attend this exciting 
destination for our next fly-in but there is still room for 
more if you would like to join in. First step is to book your 
accommodation at Le Grande Motel, 09981 3600 and then 
to send in the registration form to Lawrie Donoghue and 
pay the fee.

Attendees will arrive on Thursday 6 October at the Albany Aero 
Club and then travel to the motel. We will meet for drinks and dinner 
there in the evening.

On Friday 7 we have a chance to catch up on WW1 history at 
the Anzac Memorial and visit other memorials in the town. Lunch is 

at the Garrison Café and we will enjoy a buffet dinner at the Earl of 
Spencer Hotel that evening.

On Saturday we investigate the history of the whaling industry 
and lunch at the Galley Café at the museum. The Gala dinner follows 
at our motel afterwards.

The Porongarup National Park is our destination on Sunday, 
including a visit to the Woodlands Distillery and then lunch at 
Frenchie’s Restaurant in Albany.  We will enjoy platters of food at the 
Due South Restaurant on our closing night.

ALBANY FLY-IN 6 – 10 OCTOBER

Book your accommodation at Le Grande Motel, Albany, 09981 3600
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COMING FLY-INS
ALBANY FLY-IN 6 – 10 OCTOBER

For those who would like to see more of WA before they fly home 
again, it has been suggested we go on to Busselton, hire cars and 
explore the Margaret River region.

Then we have been invited by Gloria and Brian White to attend 
their Nambung Country Music Muster from 20 to 23 October. 

Accommodation is available at the Pinnacles Edge Motel in 
Cervantes, 08 9652 7145 and we can land at the White’s property 
nearby. Several of us are already booked in. (See the flyer about the 
festival.

BUNDABERG QUEENSLAND
MARCH 2023
Plans are well underway for our visit to Bundaberg next year 
and you will be kept informed nearer that date.
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The 1950’s and ‘60’s were indeed the pioneering years 
for Australian General aviation with inland Australia 
surrendering its riches and secrets, largely due to the 
exploits of a group of men who believed in the value of 
the light aircraft and the contribution it could make to the 
country’s future.

One such character was Jim Pekin.  A Perth based L.A.M.E./ Pilot, 
Jim began his career with the R.F.D.S. as a ground engineer before 
gaining his C.P.L. and starting a Charter business  ‘Airflights Pty.Ltd.’ 
which was based at Maylands near Perth in 1948.

Jim’s colourful history makes fascinating  reading ,and he 
flew many types including  the Miles Falcon (VH-AAT) which was 
chartered from Arthur Schutt.

Jim’s connection with the subject of this month’s W.A.T.N. starts 
on the 7th of March ,1962 when his third company, Air  Activities 
registered the brand new  Cessna 182E ,18253687, VH-RHJ.

According to a letter Jim wrote to the Western Australian 
Transport  Commission, ‘RHJ was replacing the Auster  VH-ABP 
which was owned by him, but which had crashed at  Marilla Station 
near Carnarvon on December 16th 1961.

In April 1965 ownership of ‘RHJ was transferred to another of 
Jim’s companies  Farmair  Pty. Ltd.

In August 1967, ‘RHJ was sold to J.T Hughes of  Wonthella, 
Western Australia. This coincided with Jims retirement from the 
aviation business, and the surrender of his charter  licence.

‘RHJ, however, soldiered on, until being damaged on landing at 
Naraling on the 19th of November 1969.

Ten months later on September  22nd  1970 the aircraft was 
being high speed taxied to test a soft runway surface at Rudall River 
in the Northern Territory,  when the nose wheel dug in causing minor 
damage .

In December 1970 the aircraft was sold to Tom Knight of Albany, 

VH-RHJ (18253687) with Air Activities titles at Perth,WA. in  April 1964.           Pic. Merv Prime.

WHERE ARE THEY NOW? #26 by Greg THOM

Cessna 182E , VH-RHJ. (18253687)

VH-RHJ  at  Jandakot ,WA on April 12th 1975  in a pseudo 1968 scheme.             Pic.Geoff  Goodall.
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Western Australia, and in June the following year to John Bell,also 
of Albany.

In July 1971 the aircraft moved north to Kalgoorlie with Cecil 
Hamilton.

In March 1976 the aircraft moved to Pannawonica, near Karratha 
with Stewart  Preddy. Three months later the engine caught fire 
during an attempted start due to a loose starter motor.

In August 1979 the aircraft was on the move again, this time to 
Mulgul Station, near Meekatharra, with  Bob Power.

It was not until 1993 that ‘RHJ was again ‘in-the-wars’ , when a 
batch of contaminated  Mogas caused an unexpected landing near 
Mulgul.

Luck finally ran out for ‘RHJ in mid October 1996 ,when an 
engine failure during low-level cattle spotting operations meant a 
forced landing into unfavourable terrain.

The aircraft was seriously damaged and was subsequently parted 
out . It was struck off the Civil register on September 28th 1999, the 
remains being noted at Perth’s Corporate Air facility in 2000.

The  forlorn looking remains of VH-RHJ  at  Corporate Air  WA in 2000.                        Pic. Rob .Squires.

Compiled by Greg THOM
g.thom@bigpond.com
Talk to me about YOUR Cessna!!

COMMITTEE NEWS
HOBART AGM

At our 2022 AGM in Hobart, two long-serving committee 
members retired; Frank Lewis who became a committee 
member in 2013, was Vice-President in 2016 & 2019 and 
President for 2017 -18 and Andrew Hogarth who joined the 
committee in 2012 and has been Secretary from 2014. We 
thank them both for their support and commitment to our 
association.

We welcomed new member, Stuart Thomson and new Secretary, 
Jane Hogarth. (Their profiles are elsewhere in this issue.)

The committee held its between fly-in meeting in Tamworth on 4 
July. It was attended by Ross Bate, Lawrie Donoghue, Peter Jones, 
Chris Hirst, Jane Hogarth and Lesley Lewis. Other members could 
not be there due to illness and weather. Most of the attendees plus 
several most welcome observers came by road. The exception was 
our intrepid President, Ross, who managed to fly.

The minutes of this meeting have been circulated, but most of the 
discussions were about future fly-ins and committee membership. 
If you would like to be on the committee or want to suggest a good 
candidate your chance will come at the next AGM in Bundaberg in 
March. Please watch out for the nomination forms.

The Sandra Southwell Memorial Scholarship has this year been 
awarded to Shivagni Sharma who will use it to further her flying 
training. We congratulate her and wish her safe and happy flying!

Here is the letter she sent to us.
“Firstly, many thanks to the Cessna 182 association for this 

wonderful scholarship.

My name is Shivangi and I am both a pilot and an air traffic 
controller. The aviation world exposed itself to me when I set foot in 
a Cessna 150 for the first time at Parafield airport at the age of 11.

Soon my family relocated to Perth where my dad and I spent our 
weekends road tripping to Cunderdin, in pursuit of learning how to 
fly gliders. After going solo in a glider, I pursued powered flying at 
Jandakot. Around this time, I stumbled across the Australian Women 
Pilots’ Association and found myself to be suddenly part of this 
supportive and inspiring community of female pilots from all around 
Australia.

I continued flying throughout the senior years of high school; 
finally achieving my RPL upon graduating year 12 in Dec 2016. 
From here, I went on to become an Air Traffic Controller in the 
Royal Australian Air Force. (Editor’s note: Annie Haynes from AWPA 
has informed me that we have the RAAF’s permission to publish 
Shiva’s photograph.) Five years on from having attained my RPL, I’m 
back in the state where it all started; SA. I saw this as the perfect 
opportunity to pursue my flying further onto achieving my PPL. In 
January 2022 I went up again for the first time in a long time! The 
feeling – unchanged, exhilarating and reaffirming that flying was 
about to make a return into my life.

So here I am. In hand with the Sandra Southwell memorial 
Scholarship from the Cessna 182 Association. I intend on using this 
scholarship to complete the navigation portion of flying towards my 
PPL.

Thank you very much for considering me worthy of this award. I 
hope to make the most of it and bring pride to Sandra Southwell’s 
legacy.

Sincerely, Shivangi Sharma”
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COMMITTEE NEWS  Continued...

NEW SECRETARY,
JANE HOGARTH
I have lived all my life in Adelaide being raised in North 
Adelaide with my 2 brothers. it was a charmed existence 
with total freedom during those early years. Like a lot of 
girls, ponies were my passion and I had 2 horses until my 
interest waned in my teens and boys took over! Sadly, my 
mother died when I was young, but Dad remarried and Ann 
has been a wonderful mother and still going strong at 90 
years of age!

After leaving school I trained at the Adelaide Childrens and 
Royal Adelaide Hospitals gaining my registration a week before our 
wedding. My plans had been to travel and work overseas with my 
nursing friends but after I met Andrew everything changed, and it 
has been a happy and amazing life ever since! I worked in doctor’s 
rooms until the birth of our first child with 2 more gorgeous babies to 
follow. During those early years I worked for Riding for the Disabled, 
Red Cross and The Adelaide Day Care Centre for homeless men. 
Later I managed Andrew’s real estate office where I continue to 
work. I have had some amazing years with The Adelaide Harmony 
Choir doing a lot of Baroque and liturgical works and was in the 
supporting choir when Pavarotti toured Australia.

When our children were young, we spent many years on the River 
Murray with family and friends, Andrew and our children loved water 
skiing. Boats were a big part of those years with Andrew building a 
60’ steel hulled river boat in which we had some fabulous trips until 
our youngest nearly drowned in an accident. Then it was a case of 
the “boat goes” and was replaced with a well fenced-off river shack! 

These days I play Bridge and study Italian, I hike up Mt Lofty 
each week and I can’t wait to do more overseas travel. We have 7 
beautiful grandchildren all in Adelaide, they keep us young!

We both love flying, it is always a great thrill to take off on 
another adventure. We have had a few planes starting 30 years ago 
with a Piper PA28 and a Piper Arrow then more recently a Jabiru, 
Cessna 172, Cessna 182 (my favourite) and an RV6 which was 
soon replaced by an RV7 VVM. While we had the C182 I passed my 

solo but at this stage have not flown the latest plane. We have had 
so many fabulous flying trips in our planes, travelling to parts of 
Australia we would probably never have visited and meeting a lot of 
great people from the flying fraternity. 

Andrew and I love being a part of the Cessna 182 Association. 
It is always terrific to see everyone when we gather at fly-ins 
and the activities always enjoyable and enlightening and always 
centred around food and wine, an important feature! The sharing 
of knowledge of aviation is invaluable for pilots and the unity and 
friendship in the club make it a pleasure to be a member.

Reagrds, Jane

COMMITTEE MEMBER,
STUART THOMSON
I was born in Colac, Victoria and then shifted to Geelong (Go 
Cats!) where my flying interest started. The common on the 
west side of the Barwon River was used as an airstrip in 
those days and I noticed four or five Tiger Moth fuselages 
stacked on top of one another going to waste and I wanted 
my father to buy me one; but he didn’t. I wonder why?

We shifted to Mildura in the early 60s where I finished schooling 
and then went to ‘work” at our gypsum mine at Hattah, 60 kms south 
of Mildura. We supplied gypsum to cement and plaster companies 
in Victoria.

It was at Hattah where I met my lovely wife, Sue. Her family 
leased the property where our mine was; 180 000 acres of mallee 
scrub, salt lakes and grassy plains.

Gypsum mining was hard work and machinery took a hammering 
as the water we used to wash the gypsum after it was dug out by a 
dragline, was three times saltier than sea water.

We decided to buy a wheat and sheep farm at Mittyack. It took a 
lot to learn how to grow a crop for someone who had no experience.

It was from here I was able to learn to fly at Patchewollock with 
Jack Funnel as flying instructor from Mildura with 46,000 hours of 
flying experience. Jack would fly to Patchy every second Monday 
to instruct me and one other. Jack always said the hardest part of 
flying was the ground. I have always remembered that. The cost to 
fly then was $35.00 an hour and $45.00 when I finished my licence.

We sold the property at Mittyack as my parents wanted to retire. 
So, Sue and I bought a property in the Millewa, west of Mildura in 

Jane Hogarth

Stuart and Sue Thomson
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COMMITTEE NEWS  Continued...

1982. More marginal country, but affordable for us. Flying was out 
of the question for some time after buying our new property, until, 
in 1995, a partly finished RV6A came up for sale in Adelaide, which 
I bought. With help from friends and lots of late nights in the garage 
the RV eventually flew in October of 2001 and now has over seven 
hundred hours on the clock. 

We have had a happy and sometimes stressful time on our 
property working together with Sue and our daughter, Kirby. We 
decided to sell our property in 2020 and shift to Wistow, south of Mt 
Barker in SA to be near our family. The new property is only 57 acres 
but we can run a small mob of sheep and Sue can enjoy her horses, 
with a bit of space around us.

We hope to have our new house built early next year and enjoy 
our retirement. 

Regards, Stuart

A LETTER FROM TONY BRAND
Dear Cessna 182 Association members, I hope you are all 
well and maintaining your sense of humour during these 
changed & somewhat difficult times.

I am sure a lot of us are flying our aircraft less at the moment. So 
it is very important to keep fresh engine oil and I would recommend 
Camguard in our engines to prevent internal corrosion. Internal 
corrosion RUST can / will lead to the failure of the camshaft and 
lifters and higher oil consumption due to corroded cylinder bores. It 
also adds notable expense. At engine overhaul / bulkstrip due to the 
replacement / salvage of other ferrous engine parts, such as internal 
gears, con-rods, crankshaft and cylinders. 

I recommend 25 hour or 4 monthly oil changes, whichever comes 
first.

Used / aged engine oil has higher levels of acids and moisture 
in it and the only way to rectify that is to start fresh again. Fresh oil 
definitely pays huge dividends and Camguard has been proven to 
approximately half the ferrous content in used engine oil (spectro- 
analysis results).

If your aircraft engine has not been started for weeks. I would 
suggest you keep your initial start-up rpm as low as 5 to 6 hundred 
for the first minute, followed by 6 to 7 hundred for a further minute 
and then gradually stage warm the engine increasing its rpm every 
minute or so. The reason is it can take up to 2 minutes for oil flow 
to reach some moving internal components of the engine such as 
rocker arm / shafts and valves. So the fewer number of movements 
the less wear.

If you have mains power available where you park / store your 
aircraft connecting a battery maintainer charger, such as a Bosh 
C7 (which will do either a 12 or 24 volt battery 3.5 amp output) 
or a Projector PN AC250B (will only do a 12 volt battery 1.6 amp 
output) will extend your batteries life by approximately three times, 
typically 3 to 10 years. A solar solution is also an option / alternate. 
At the moment with our current exchange rate a replacement 12 volt 
battery (RG35AXC) sells for $750 and a 24 volt (RG24-15) for $1,188 
+ GST. The mentioned battery charges are available from automotive 
outlets such as Bursons. There is no need to remove your battery 
from the aircraft to connect the maintainer charger to it. Just remove 
the battery box lid and connect direct to the battery terminals. An 
option is to install a fused maintainer / charger connection point that 
can be accessed with the engine cowls on etc to make life easy. I 
am sure your local maintenance organisation can assist with this.

If you own a Cessna 210M (series) or earlier model canter 

levered wing Cessna 210 (series) the FAA has just extended the 
wing main carry thru spar AD inspection calendar time compliance 
via an AMOC (alternate means of compliance) through to the 9th 
September 2020. If you own a Cessna 210 N or R series model 
aircraft this wing carry thru spar visual / Eddy current inspection AD 
is not applicable to your model aircraft.

Heading in another direction. In my opinion our industry is 
continually being squeezed out due to space reduction and 
increasing on site costs of airports, such as Archerfield, Bankstown 
& Moorabbin. The Moorabbin airport commission has just announced 
that they are closing down aviation activities in a large area on the 
western side of Moorabbin airport that will directly affect / close 7 
active well established GA businesses. The aviation closure is so 
they can develop the land for industrial / non GA factories. To the 
best of my knowledge Federal governments have never policed the 
activities of these airport lease owners since they were privatised. 
I have recently been advised it costs as much as $24,000 to keep 
a C210 hangared on Bankstown and $14,000 per annum on 
Moorabbin.

As an aircraft maintainer, owner / operator I have observed 
numerous small flying school closures in particular throughout country 
Australia and a reduction in CASA delegates, such as aeronautical 
engineers, flight test officers and weight control personnel. Of late 
it’s becoming extremely difficult to obtain a CASA concession or 
alternate means of compliance against an airworthiness directive 
or a section of regulation. I believe that most of the CASA personnel 
in their Canberra Head office, that have been involved in CASA 
regulatory re-writes in the LAME licencing, maintenance, charter / 
RPT categories & flying school areas and those that now more often 
than not refuse our AMOC & exemption / concession applications 
have never worked a day in General Aviation. If we cannot turn 
this lack of relevant experience situation around we will see more 
industry participants forced to leave our industry. I regularly speak 
to the Federal Minister of Transport aviation adviser, the current & 
previous chairman’s of the CASA board in an attempt to turn this 
CASA top end lack of general aviation experience problem around. 
The good news is the change process has been initiated.

Could I please ask all our Australian based Cessna 182 members 
as general aviation participants to approach / lobby your local 
Federal members of Parliament to request changes are made 
within CASA to obtain more GA experienced personnel, to fill the 
positions in top end roles in CASA’s Canberra office. Also to request 
that the FAC airport lease owners abide by their charter to maintain 
aviation activities without compromise. Once they close runways 
and aviation related infrastructure there is no going back. Your local 
Federal member should then consult the appropriate minster to pass 
on our concerns. I believe I need your additional support to affect 
any change.

These two major industry problems have gone on for too long 
and have now reached a point where our industry simply cannot / 
will not recover resulting in no more general aviation as we knew it.

Your help in this area would be greatly appreciated. It would also 
be nice to think that future generations (our grandchildren) could 
have a chance at the opportunities in aviation that we have enjoyed.

Come on Aussie come on please ….. and make the effort.

Thank you and please stay safe. If you require any aircraft 
maintenance advice or assistance please give me a call.

Tony Brand
Director / Chief Engineer Horsham Aviation Services

LL 03 53811727  M 0418811737
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Sadly, on Friday 1 April a large group of our members, 
together with his family, friends and business associates, 
gathered at St Christopher’s Chapel at Nerimbera, near 
Rockhampton to farewell Roger who had passed away on 
24 June after a long and hard - fought illness. 

Roger was born in Melbourne on 7 November 1946 and started 
flying at seventeen before he ran out of money according to him. 
Then aged 24, after marrying Suzie and having two children, James 
and Sarah, and after serving in Vietnam with the Defence Force, he 
looked to the skies again and made plans.

They moved from Melbourne to Tungamull, Central Queensland 
in 1972 and started an equipment hire business, Flexi Hire.  Since 
he was then required to do a lot of travelling throughout Queensland 
it seemed obvious to Roger in the early 80s that he needed his own 
plane and to finish his flying training, which he did at Maroochydore.  
So, his cherished Cessna 182P, VH – DGC (‘Damn Good Cessna’, of 
course), was purchased and was used for business and pleasure 
from then on. 

Roger and Suzie joined the Cessna 182 Association in 2004 
and attended their first fly-in at Wynyard that year. From then on, 

they were hooked by the great friendships and adventures that our 
association provided. They have attended most fly-ins since that 
date and also organised those at Yeppoon and Airlie Beach. Roger’s 
fly-ins always ran smoothly and most successfully. Recently he 
had been working on organising our Darwin gathering which has 
presented many difficulties. However, when we finally get there we 
will be very grateful for all the groundwork he put in. He was also 
renowned for the several enjoyable flying safaris he organised for 
his friends. Roger was a member of our committee on two occasions 
and was also a member of the North Queensland RAPAC where his 
keen interest in aviation came in useful. 

When semi-retired, Roger and Suzie bought their property, Mill 
Iron, at Tungamull  where they bred Brahmin Cattle. He was also 
a keen boat owner, member of the C200 Series Association and a 
social member of the Southport Flying Club. He certainly got to know 
a lot of people! 

Roger’s influence was widespread and he will sadly be missed 
by all of us.

Our deepest sympathies go to Suzie, James, Sarah and their 
families.

Roger and DGC

VALE  ROGER TOOLE  Member No. 160

Roger and Suzie were not put out by Covid Restrictions Roger and Suzie at Adele’s Grove
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ROUND AND ABOUT

Shivangi Sharma winner of the Sandra Southwell 
Memorial Scholarship

Serious business at Tamworth

WINNER OF THE
SANDRA SOUTHWELL 
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP

COMMITTEE HARD AT WORK
AT TAMWORTH

The Bundaberg Rum Distillery

SOMETHING TO
LOOK FORWARD TO!
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ON THE WAY TO HOBART
Before arriving in Hobart, the Bate, Saal and Lewis 
couples did some touring and visiting.

While Lesley and Frank called on the Donoghues in Dubbo, the others 
went to Horsham for Tony Brand to check out TSS. Then off up into The 
Grampians for a few days.

Warmambool was next where the Stewarts bravely, and most 
hospitably, played host before chasing them off across Bass Strait 
to Devenport where they were welcomed by Owen Bartrop and Mike 
Connell at the aero club for lunch.

Then followed some exploring of the north coast including a visit to 
Sheffield where they visited the Sandra Southwell memorial mural and 
also caught up with Laura Inder at Tazmazia where some examples of 
Brian’s sense of humour in the maze and model village he had built 
brought back memories. The Cessna 182 family is certainly a big and 
friendly one.

A visit to John and Mary-Lee Wiggers who escorted them all to the 
Chocolate Factory, was also very enjoyable.

The Grampians

Not much water

Tazmazia Giants AH-Cockatoo Invasion

Any fish? Crackpots at Lower Crackpot
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KELLETT’S CORNER
A couple were shopping on Christmas Eve
and the whole place was heaving with other last-minute shoppers.
Walking through the shopping centre the surprised wife looked up from a window display and noticed her 
husband was nowhere to be seen. She knew they still had lots to do and she became very upset. So, she 
rummaged in her handbag and found her phone and used it to call her husband to ask him where he was. 

In a calm voice the he replied, “Darling, you remember the jewellery shop we went to five years ago where you fell 
in love with that diamond necklace that we could not afford
and I told you that one day I would get it for you?”

His wife’s eyes filled with tears of emotion.
She began to cry softly and stifling a sob she whispered, “Yes, I remember that jewellery shop …”

“Well,”” he said, “I am in the pub next door!”

THE ONE THAT GOT AWAY by Suzie Toole
One Friday morning in March ‘09, a nice Autumn morning — warm and fine
Roger looked out from upon his deck, looked once, looked twice and... “What the Heck?”
There in the dam was something odd: “Is it? It can’t be. Oh my God”

Shaking his head, with a feeling of dread
Roger reached for his glasses, sure enough, in the grasses
Was a big crocodile, ugly and vile.
It was sunning itself, mouth ajar, its teeth looked huge even from afar

So Roger didn’t trifle, he grabbed the rifle
And made his way toward the dock, bent almost double to surprise the croc.
Then crouched behind a boat, his heart was in his throat
He stood and fired a single shot... Oh boy! What a shot!!!

The croc flew a metre towards the sky, after a shot like that it would surely die
Sure enough it came down dead, well, part of it did, its head.
Though the croc was deceased, it was a body-less beast.

Pieces of foam were floating about and Roger let out a very loud shout
He realised he’d been had but it wasn’t too bad.

At least it didn’t get away and neither will the story, not for many a long day.

ON THE WAY TO HOBART

Sandra Southwell MuralGaye and Mary- Lee live it up On the look-out



ATTENDEES AT OLD HOBART TOWN FLY-IN

PRESIDENT:
Ross Bate 0427 844 046
VICE-PRESIDENT:
Robert Terzi 0423 600 899
SECRETARY:
Jane Hogarth 0402 322 164
TREASURER:
Lawrie Donoghue 0428 442 065
NEWSLETTER:
Lesley Lewis 0411 263 422

Join the Cessna 182 Association of Australia
JOINING US - It’s easy!

Just download the MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION at
 www.cessna182.org.au   

Cost is just $150 for 3 years,
and if your partner would also like to join as a full member, just pay another $30!

Contact Details: 
Lawrie Donoghue,  

9 Pebble Beach Drive, Dubbo, 2830
Email: secretary@cessna182.org.au

Also take a look at the Cessna Pilots Association of Australia to find out what is happening: 
www.cessnapilotsassociationofaustralia.org.au

EACH YEAR ENJOY:
A Fly-in in Autumn and Spring
Two Newsletters with News, Events, 
History etc
Incredible friendships with 
like minded people
Something different for everyone 
all over Australia 
An Informative Website 

MERCHANDISE
•  White polo shirts and
 navy reversible vests are
 available for men and women.
• Anniversary Computer Bags.
Hats & caps are also on sale.
Please check our website for details or contact:
Lesley Lewis on 0411 263 422 or
Jenny Bate on 0427 844 097.

EDITORS NOTE
In order to keep Members informed of happenings 
within our Association I need input from you, the 
Members. 

If you have been somewhere, or had a grandchild, 
or gone bald, or some modifications to your C182, 
anything about you and your family, these all help to 
make the Newsletter interesting.  

I am constantly on the lookout for things to include, 
hence the occasional article on a subject outside 
aviation. Your help please.

THANKS! Thank you once again to all our contributors.
As always we are totally indebted to John Weston and his team, including magazine designer
Donald Keys, for the final layout of this Newsletter and its absolutely superb reproduction.
Thanks to our Webmaster, Janine Terzi, and photographers Peter Jones and Chris Hirst

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:
Stuart Thomson 0428 283 281
Lesley Lewis 0411 263 422
Chris Hirst 0438 557 117
Greg Saal 0429 616 243
Neil Davis 0419 830 499
Peter Jones 0423 454 422
Mary-Lee Wiggers  0438 845 698
HISTORIAN:
Greg Thom 03 9744 1941
WEBMASTER:
JanineTerzi 0407 864 201

A new committee is elected every year at the AGM. All members are warmly 
invited to stand for election. Nomination forms accompany the AGM advice 
from the Secretary.
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Ross & Jenny Bate, John Bestwick, Barry Brandsen & Sharen White, Mike Connell,
Bruce & Margaret Church, David Crawford & Annie Haynes, David Crum & Tanya Flindell with guests,

Vivian Alum, Robyn Shelton & Bob Oung, David Curtain, Peter Jenkins, Neil & Ryoko Davis,
Mark Dromgool & Yasmin Power, Tony & Kerrie Fitzpatrick, Chris Hirst & Ruth Lindsrom, Laura Inder,

Peter & Alison Jones, Frank & Lesley lewis, Jim Mullins, Cliff & Caroline Princehorn,
Michael Propsting & Janette Fisher, Greg & Gaye Saal, Brian Shadler, Wayne & Grace Spalding,
John & Elaine Stuart, Robert & Janine Terzi, Ian & Denise Thomason, Stuart & Sue Thomson,

Leedham & Judy Walker, John & Mary-Lee Wiggers


